ONE MAN'’S OPINIONS
BY N. D. COCHRAN.

First Ward Suspscts—The pri-
mary election law provides that any
elector may at certain times before
_ a primary file an application with the
* election commissioners, signed and
SWOrn to, requesting the name of a
person registered shall be ernsed be-
cause such person was not a legal
primary elector.

The form of the affidavit follows:

“l (blank) do hereby solemnly
swear (or aflirm) that [ am informed
and believe that (blank) 5 not &
qualified voter in the (blank) pre-
cinet of the (blank) ward of the city
(village or town) of (blank), and
that said (blank) will not be a qual-
fled voter of such precinet and ward
on the (blank) day of (blank) A. D,
(blank) and hence ask that his name
be emsed from the registers of such
precinot.””

The right of any elector to take
this step to prevent fraudulent vot-
ing is proper. The law presumes that
such suspect notices will be made In
good [aith,

It was never intended, however,
that interested politicians should take
partisan advantage of this law and
file thousands of notices
against legal voters who have lived
and voted in & precinet for years.

Yet thousands of such notices
were served on voters in the First
Ward, and citizens who have lagally
voted for years were forted to take
a half day off from their work to ap-
pear before the election hoard and
swear thelr pames back on the regls-
try books.

Doubtless many legal voters and
law-abiding citizens will loge their
votes bedause they can't afford to
take the time to sppear before the
board. But even if they can afford
the time they should not be subjpetad
to the outrage.

It looks to me like a rotten case
of strong-arm politics, a grosa abuse

of power by the election officials who
are responsible for it

There can be no objection to
throwing every illegal voter off the
regiatration Hsts and preventing il-
legal voting. In fact, every procau-
tion should be taken to prevent elec-
tion frauds. But when legal voters
by the wholesale are “suspectéd™
right after the fudge in charge of the
elestion machinery thas publicly
threatened to “get” Aldermen Eenna
and Coughlin and break them politl-
cally in the First Ward—and especial-
Iy when that judge is himself a can-
didate at the coming primary—it
looks as if something much more
persongl than the dignity of the law
were Involved.

I think the voters had &
right to demand that they he con-
fronted by thelr accusers, They had
a right to know who acoused them of
registering [Megally; and I suspect
election officials who refuse to show
the affidavits and submit the whole
matier to the public

I begin to suspect that tha 1:1;
newspaper campalgn
od vice lords In the First Ward was
merely preliminary to & wholesale
disqualification of voters who were
suspected of imtending to vote the
way somebody didnt want them to
vote,

I don't care & cuss what Owens, -
Eenna and Coughlin do to each other
politically, but [ do care what Is done
to hopest mnd legal voters in any
ward in the name of politics or law—
and it makes no difference how those
legal voters intend to wote.

Kesp Out, Turkey—What business
has Turkey got mixing up In our
Christlan war?

Those Turks are not Christlans
and never were,

All Pagans should keep out of it
and mind their own businesa.

If they mix in how are historfans
going to write this war down' as a
cof war?

Let's keep the record clear. THe g




